22                  ESSAYS ON FAITH

But her guidance is not merely that given by a
passed-master to his apprentices, or by a finished
musician to a beginner. There is no moral obliga-
tion to proficiency in music; but there is an obliga-
tion of " saving one's soul" and using the appointed
means thereto, of which means the first is the social
tradition of our people. That tradition imposes itself
on us with the authority of conscience, not necessarily
to be accepted as finally and absolutely true, but to
be examined, used, tested experimentally, adapted to
our individual need.

I can neglect the advice or example of a business
man and not feel guilty, but the word and example
of a good man is more than directive, it is to some
extent preceptive; it is re-echoed and imposed by
my own conscience; it is an utterance of the same
spirit that dwells in him and in myself. Though he
has no jurisdiction over me yet he possesses a
spiritual and moral authority and compulsiveness,
nay, in a sense he is my judge, and I fear his censure
and desire his approval much as I do that of my
own Conscience. Such too in kind, though indefi-
nitely greater in degree, is the authority of the
Church, that is, of the Saints and of all good men
gathered round and organised into one society under
Christ, the Incarnation of Conscience. It is as the
formulation of their collective experience that Catholic
teaching commends itself to my reverence and assidu-
ous meditation.

If in the life, the words, the writings of every good
man I can study the workings of Conscience, and
of the Holy Spirit, under new conditions and in
relation to new difficulties and restrictions, if these